
L I S T E N  T O  T H E  L A N G U A G E
h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

PAYELPÉ!
NISENAN

LET ’S  EAT !

Flashcards for learning 
words for food and 
mealt ime phrases 

in Nisenan

S S B M I  L A N G U A G E  D E P A R T M E N T  2 0 2 5

SALT
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 1

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  s a l t .

S a l t  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

SUGAR
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 2

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  s u g a r .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  s u g a r ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

BUTTER
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 3

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  b u t t e r ?

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  b u t t e r ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

CHEESE
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 4

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  c h e e s e .

T h e  c h e e s e  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

EGGS
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 5

TI
M

 S
U

LL
IV

AN
, C

C0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  e g g s .

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  e g g s ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 6

EL
EM

EN
T5

 D
IG

IT
AL

, C
C0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  b r e a d .

T h e  b r e a d  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

BREAD
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 7

PA
U

L 
M

O
RR

IS
, C

C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  g r e e n s .

T h e  g r e e n s  a r e  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

GREENS
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 8

M
ID

O
RI

, C
C 

BY
 3

.0

BONUS
Pass me the cooked greens.

The cooked greens are hot.

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

COOKED
GREENS



SCAN TO LISTEN

ASUUKÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  a s u u k á .

H o m o d í b e  a s u u k á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

BA
NISENÁAN

BONUS
B a  m e y  n i k .

B a m  m o s a k ’ t í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Suggestions
NISENAN

VISIT  OUR WEBSITE
Follow the link on the other side 
of this card to listen to the 
language and to access other 
resources, like language games.

Learn these cards in groups of 5 
until you’ve mastered all forty. 
Challenge yourself to use the 
language in your daily life.

CHALLENGE YOURSELF

PLAY GAMES
Play games like Sipaayuwá .  Try 
grocery store scavenger hunts! 
Visit our website for instructions 
and learning tips. 

-

SCAN TO LISTEN

PAKPÁK
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  p a k p a k á .

H o m o d í b e  p a k p a k á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

C’IIS
NISENÁAN

BONUS
C ’ i i s í  d o o t í s .

C ’ i i s í m  m o s a k ’ t í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

MANTEKIIYÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D a a k ’ á b e  m i  m a n t e k i i y á ?

H o m o d í b e  m a n t e k i i y á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

OPLÓ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  o p l ó .

P ’ i d e p ’ í m  o p l ó m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

KOC’ÍS
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  k o c ’ i s í .

M o s a k ’ t í m  k o c ’ i s í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  p ’ ɨ l l á .

P ’ ɨ l l á m  m o s a k ’ t í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

P’ILLÁ-



NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 0 9

M
AC

IE
J 

SZ
LA

CH
TA

, C
C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  p o t a t o e s .

T h e  p o t a t o e s  a r e  d o n e .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

POTATOES CORN
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 0

JA
KU

B 
KA

PU
SN

AK
, C

C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  c o r n ?

T h e  c o r n  i s  h o t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

BEANS
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 1

CO
O

KB
O

O
KM

AN
17

, C
C 

BY
 2

.0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  b e a n s .

T h e  b e a n s  a r e  d o n e .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

FISH
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 2

RO
Y

 L
U

CK
, C

C 
BY

 2
.0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  f i s h .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  f i s h ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SALMON
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 3

JA
KU

B 
KA

PU
SN

AK
, C

C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  s a l m o n .

T h e  s a l m o n  i s  d o n e .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

MEAT
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 4

LU
KA

S 
BU

D
IM

AI
ER

, C
C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  m e a t ?

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  m e a t ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

MEAT STEW
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 5

JE
FF

RE
Y

W
, C

C 
BY

 2
.0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  m e a t  s t e w ?

T h e  m e a t  s t e w  i s  h o t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SOUP
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 6

D
AN

IE
L 

CU
KL

EV
, C

C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  s o u p .

T h e  s o u p  i s  h o t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SANDWICH
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 7

FO
O

D
IE

 G
IR

L,
 C

C0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  a  s a n d w i c h .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  s a n d w i c h ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t



SCAN TO LISTEN

PEHÓL
NISENÁAN

BONUS
Pe h o l í  d o o t í s .

Pe h o l í m  k ’ a p ’ í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

MAAYÍS
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M a a y i s í  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?

P ’ i d e p ’ í m  m a a y i s í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

WOOLÉM
WAY

NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  w o o l é m  w a y í .

K ’ a p ’ í m  w o o l é m  w a y í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

NISENÁAN

BONUS

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

KIYISÍ- - -

K ɨ y ɨ s í  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?-

H o m o d í b e  k ɨ y ɨ s í m ?-

SCAN TO LISTEN

MAY
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M a y í  m e y  n i k .

K ’ a p ’ í m  m a y í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

PALÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  p a l á .

H o m o d í b e  p a l á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

SAMWÍC’
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  s a m w i c ’ í .

H o m o d í b e  s a m w i c ’ í m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

NISENÁAN

BONUS

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

LIKLÍ- -

M e y  n i k  l ɨ k l í .-

L ɨ k l í m  p ’ i d e p ’ í m .-

SCAN TO LISTEN

NISENÁAN

BONUS

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

KIYISÍM
MOM
- - -

D a a k ’ á b e  m i  k ɨ y ɨ s í m  m o m í ?-

K ɨ y ɨ s í m  m o m í m  p ’ i d e p ’ í m .-



PIZZA
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 8

SN
AP

W
IR

E,
 C

C0
BONUS

Pa s s  m e  t h e  p i z z a .

T h e  p i z z a  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

TACO
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 1 9

JA
KU

B 
KA

PU
SN

AK
, C

C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  t a c o s ?

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  t a c o s ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

PASTA
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 0

LE
I -

 D
ES

IG
N

, C
C0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  p a s t a .

T h e  p a s t a  i s  h o t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 1

BONUS
Do you want Chinese food?

The Chinese food is delicious!

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

CHINESE 
FOOD

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 2

RE
D 

TA
IL

 P
HO

TO
GR

AP
HY

, ©
 SS

BM
I

BONUS
Do you want Mexican food?

The Mexican food is delicious!

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

MEXICAN 
FOOD APPLE

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 3

TI
M

 S
U

LL
IV

AN
, C

C0

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  a p p l e s .

T h e  a p p l e  i s  r i p e .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

STRAWBERRIES
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 4

SU
Z

Y
 H

AZ
EL

W
O

O
D

, C
C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  s t r a w b e r r i e s .

T h e  s t r a w b e r r i e s  a r e  r i p e .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 5

N
O

RD
W

O
O

D
 T

H
EM

ES
, C

C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  g r a p e s ?

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  g r a p e s ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

GRAPES
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 6

EL
LA

 O
LS

SO
N

, C
C 

BY
 2

.0

BONUS
Pass me the blackberries.

The blackberries are delicious!

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

BLACKBERRIES



SCAN TO LISTEN

PAASTÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
Pa a s t á  d o o t í s .

P ’ i d e p ’ í m  p a a s t á m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

TAAKÓ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D a a k ’ á b e  m i  t a a k ó ?

H o m o d í b e  t a a k ó m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

PIITSÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
P i i t s á  m e y  n i k .

M o s a k ’ t í m  p i i t s á m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

AAPÉL
NISENÁAN

BONUS
A a p e l í  d o o t í s .

A a p e l í m  k ’ a p ’ í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

PANYOLÍM
PAYÉL

NISENÁAN

BONUS
Daak’ábe mi  Panyol ím payel í?

Mosak’t ím Panyol ím payel ím!

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

C’AYNÍM
PAYÉL

NISENÁAN

BONUS
C ’ a y n í m  p a y e l í  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?

C ’ a y n í m  p a y e l í m  m o s a k ’ t í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

ENNÁAN
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  e n n a a n í .

M o s a k ’ t í m  e n n a a n í m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

MUTÉ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M u t é  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?

H o m o d í b e  m u t é m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

MANK’Á
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  m a n k ’ á .

K ’ a p ’ í m  m a n k ’ á m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t



NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 8

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  s w e e t s ?

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  s w e e t s ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SWEETS

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 2 9

M
AR

KU
S 

SP
IS

KE
, C

C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  i c e  c r e a m .

T h e  i c e  c r e a m  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

ICE CREAM

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  w a t e r .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  w a t e r ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

WATER

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 1

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  m i l k .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  m i l k ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

MILK
SS

BM
I L

AN
G

U
AG

E

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 2

JE
SH

O
O

TS
.C

O
M

, C
C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  a p p l e  j u i c e ?

T h e  a p p l e  j u i c e  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

APPLE JUICE

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 3

BONUS
I  n e e d  t o  b u y  s o d a .

W h e r e ’ s  t h e  s o d a ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SODA

SS
BM

I L
AN

G
U

AG
E

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 4

M
AT

TH
EW

 H
EN

RY
, C

C0

BONUS
Pa s s  m e  t h e  c o f f e e .

T h e  c o f f e e  i s  h o t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

COFFEE
NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 5

M
AR

IN
A 

PE
RS

H
IN

A,
 C

C0

BONUS
D o  y o u  w a n t  m i n t  t e a ?

T h e  m i n t  t e a  i s  d e l i c i o u s !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

MINT TEA



SCAN TO LISTEN

SUDAK’ÁM
BIC’IIPÁ

NISENÁAN

BONUS
Sudak’ám bic ’ i ipá mey nik .

Sudak’ám bic’ i ipám mosak’t ím!

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

SUDÁK’
NISENÁAN

BONUS
S u d a k ’ á  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?

H o m o d í b e  s u d a k ’ á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

SANTIIYÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D o o t í s  s a n t i i y á .

K ’ a p ’ í m  s a n t i i y á m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

AAPELÍM MO
NISENÁAN

BONUS
D a a k ’ á b e  m i  a a p e l í m  m o ?

M o s a k ’ t í m  a a p e l í m  m o m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

LEEC’Í
NISENÁAN

BONUS
L e e c ’ í  m e y  n i k .

H o m o d í b e  l e e c ’ í m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

MOM
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M o m í  m e y  n i k .

H o m o d í b e  m o m í m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

HIISÁM MO
NISENÁAN

BONUS
H i i s á m  m o  d a a k ’ á b e  m i ?

M o s a k ’ t í m  h i i s á m  m o m !

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

KOOPÍ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
M e y  n i k  k o o p í .

K o o p í m  p ’ i d e p ’ í m .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

SCAN TO LISTEN

SOODÁ
NISENÁAN

BONUS
S o o d á  d o o t í s .

H o m o d í b e  s o o d á m ?

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t



NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 6

BONUS
L e t ’ s  b o t h  e a t !

E a t  i t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Let’s eat!

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 7

BONUS
L e t ’ s  b o t h  h a v e  b r e a k f a s t !

E a t  y o u r  b r e a k f a s t .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Let’s have 
breakfast!

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 8

BONUS
L e t ’ s  b o t h  h a v e  l u n c h !

E a t  y o u r  l u n c h .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Let’s have 
lunch!

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 3 9

BONUS
L e t ’ s  b o t h  h a v e  d i n n e r !

E a t  y o u r  d i n n e r .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Let’s have 
dinner!

NISENAN
Pa y e l p é  # 0 4 0

BONUS
L e t ’ s  b o t h  h a v e  a  s n a c k !

E a t  y o u r  s n a c k .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Let’s have
a snack!

Language Notes
NISENAN

WORD TYPES
These cards focus on common modern 
foods. Since many are not traditional 
foods, some of the words you’ll learn 
are either borrowed or coined .  Each 
card has a symbol that tells you 
what kind of word you are learning .

TRIANGLE
This is a native Nisenan word.

DIAMOND
Nisenan speakers borrowed this word 
from another language. They adapted 
it to sound like a Nisenan word.
Examples:

‘coffee’ (< English)koopí
‘sugar’ (< Spanish azúcar ‘sugar’)asuuká

Language Notes
NISENAN

HOW MANY?
In English, we add the word-ending -s to talk 
about multiple things. For example, grape 
means there is just one grape and grapes 
means there is more than one. 
In Nisenan, you don't change a word to 
communicate that there is more than one 
thing. Example: You use the word muté to 
mean 'grape' (just one) and 'grapes' (more 
than one).

WHAT ABOUT ‘THE ’?
We use the word ‘the’ a lot in English. Saying 
The pizza is delicious is more specific than 
saying Pizza is delicious. In Nisenan, 
however, we don‘t use a word like 'the'. 
Example: The phrase Piitsám mosak’tím can 
be used to mean both 'The pizza is delicious' 
(specific) and 'Pizza is delicious' (general).



SCAN TO LISTEN

Hinsepé!
NISENÁAN

BONUS

H i n s é p .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

H i n s e p í !-

SCAN TO LISTEN

C’edaapé!
NISENÁAN

BONUS

C ’ e d á a p .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

C ’ e d a a p í !-

SCAN TO LISTEN

Payelpé!
NISENÁAN

BONUS

Pa y é l .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

Pa y e l p í !-

NISENAN

WORD TYPES
cont inued

SQUARE
The SSBMI Language Dept. coined 
this term by combining Nisenan words 
using Nisenan word-formation rules.

CIRCLE
The SSBMI Language Dept. borrowed 
this word from English and adapted it 
to sound like a Nisenan word.

Foods with the     and     symbols are 
foods for which we have not found 
Nisenan names. Many are foods that 
were introduced recently, like pizza.

Example: hiisám mo comes from hiisá 
‘mint’ and mo ‘drink’ and uses a 
common Nisenan language pattern of 
connecting two words with -m.

Examples: piitsá ‘pizza’, taakó ‘taco’.

SCAN TO LISTEN

Badepé!
NISENÁAN

BONUS

B a d é p .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

B a d e p í !-

SCAN TO LISTEN

K’aypepé!
NISENÁAN

BONUS

K ’ a y p é p .

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

K ’ a y p e p í !-

Language Notes
NISENAN

THE NISENAN LANGUAGE
The SSBMI Community has ancestral ties to 
the Valley and Southern Hill dialects of 
Nisenan through the Tribe's Matriarchs, 
Pamela Cleanso Adams and Annie Hill 
Murray Paris. Pamela spoke Valley Nisenan 
and Annie likely spoke Southern Hill Nisenan.

Much of the language on these cards comes 
from speakers of these dialects, including 
Pamela Cleanso Adams & Tom Cleanso 
(Valley Nisenan) and Ida Hill Starkey, 
William Joseph, and Charlie Hunchup 
(Southern Hill Nisenan); some comes from 
Central Hill Nisenan speaker Lizzie Enos.

L I S T E N  T O  T H E  L A N G U A G E
h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / s s b m i - l e t s - e a t

S S B M I  L A N G U A G E  D E P A R T M E N T  2 0 2 5


