
Nisenan Bird Names
Can you identify these birds? Complete the crossword puzzle below with the 

Nisenan names for the birds described in the clues!
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Down
1. A bird with a rusty orange belly and a gray 
back and head.
2. A blue and white bird with a mischievous 
streak.
3. A bird that says its own name over and over 
while storing acorns in trees.
4. A big gray, black, and white bird usually seen 
in the water or hanging out in the grass.
6. A tiny, shiny, lightning-fast bird with a long 
beak that drinks nectar.

Across
2. A small bird that builds its mud nests under 
bridges and roofs.
3. A grayish-brown bird with a long slow húu 
húu call.
5. An all-black bird usually seen in the water 
or on the shore.
7. A common bird usually seen in the water or 
on the shore. Hint: Males have green heads!
8. An all-black bird with a big beak that says 
its own name.
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Down
1. A bird with a rusty orange belly and a gray 
back and head. (wistakták)
2. A blue and white bird with a mischievous 
streak. (c’ayít)
3. A bird that says its own name over and over 
while storing acorns in trees. (panák)
4. A big gray, black, and white bird usually seen 
in the water or hanging out in the grass. (loo)
6. A tiny, shiny, lightning-fast bird with a long
beak that drinks nectar. (lisnó)

Across
2. A small bird that builds its mud nests under
bridges and roofs. (c’ilíp)
3. A grayish-brown bird with a long slow húu
húu call. (púlba)
5. An all-black bird usually seen in the water
or on the shore. (tóolok)
7. A common bird usually seen in the water or 
on the shore. Hint: Males have green heads!
(sinná)
8. An all-black bird with a big beak that says 
its own name. (kook)
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